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 3  Cr e d i t s  

 Course  Outline  
 

INSTRUCTOR N. A. Easton  OFFICE HOURS M/W 10:30 am  - Noon 

OFFICE A2801 CLASSROOM A2202 

E-MAIL neaston@yukonu.ca  CLASS TIME 9:00 – 10:30 am  

TELEPHONE 393-8012 CRN 10233 

Lib e ra l Ar t s  o ffice : Ayam digut Cam pus A2501, libe ra la rts@yukonu.ca , 867-668-8770 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course  provides a  b road  review of the  princip le s and  facts of hum an evolu tion  and  adapta tions. The  
first ha lf of the  course  exam ines the  b io logica l p rincip le s of evolu tionary theory, popula tion  gene tics, 
hum an varia tion , and  our taxonom ic re la tionsh ip  with  and  socia lity of the  o the r extan t p rim ates. The  
second  ha lf of the  course  will focus on  the  evidence  for the  evolu tion  of p rim ates, hom inids, and  
hom inins in  the  existing fossil record , the  m igra tion  of the  Genus Hom o throughout the  globe , and  the  
b io logica l e ffects on  our specie s of cu ltu ra l/technologica l change  since  the  advent of agricu ltu re . A te rm  
pape r will a llow studen ts to  explore  a  top ic in  the  d iscip line  in  m ore  de ta il using published  scien tific 
pape rs while  Labora tory exe rcises will deve lop  students’ techn ica l skills in  the  applica tion  of theory to  
practica l p rob lem s. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
Pre re q u is it e (s ): Adm ission  to  Libe ra l Arts. Note  tha t ANTH 101 is now designa ted  as an  e ligib le  course  to  
fu lfil the  Libe ra l Arts science  requirem ent. 

 EQUIVALENCY OR TRANSFERABILITY 
AU ANTH 278 (3)  CAMO ANTH 1XX (3)  TRU ANTH 1110 (3) 

TWU ANTH 1XX (3)  UBC ARCL 140 (3)  UVIC ANTH 1XX (1.5) 

UNBC ANTH 1XX (3) 

Students a re  rem inded  tha t it is a lways the  rece iving institu tion  tha t de te rm ines whe the r a  course  is 
accep tab le  as an  applicab le , equ iva len t course  or if it m ay be  transfe rred  to  the ir p rogram  for cred it. Find  
furthe r in form ation  a t: h ttps:/ /www.yukonu.ca /adm issions/transfe r-cred it  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES  
Upon successfu l com ple tion  of the  course , students will be  ab le  to : 

• Understand  the  ph ilosophy and  m e thods of the  scien tific explora tion  of our evolu tionary h istory 
th rough  tim e . 

• Understand  the  b io logica l m echanism s of inhe ritance , adapta tions, and  evolu tionary change . 
• Understand  the  princip le s of system atics, taxonom y, and  our p rim ate  he ritage . 
• Have  a  broad  understanding of the  evidence  for and  theorie s of explana tion  of the  evolu tionary 

h istory of the  Genus Hom o. 
• Gain  proficiency in  basic labora tory m e thods re la ted  to  the  trea tm ent, m easurem ent, 

iden tifica tion , and  ana lysis of ske le ta l rem ains. 

COURSE FORMAT  
De live ry fo rm a t  

• This course  is de live red  on line  with  two m ee ting tim es (synchronous de live ry) during which  
students a re  expected  to  a ttend  by web-confe rencing (i.e ., Zoom ) and  engage  with  the  instructor 
and  o the r students. On  Cam pus de live ry, fo llowing estab lished  Yukon  Unive rsity Covid-19 
protocols, will a lso  be  ava ilab le . 

Workloa d   
Classes will consist of 2 1.5 hours of lectures and  d iscussions on  the  curren t week’s top ic and  weekly 
labora tory assignm ents. 

The  class will p roceed  on  a  tim e tab le  with  se t assignm ents and  due  da te s. This is not a  se lf-paced  course . 

Weekly read ings and  lab  assignm ents will gene ra lly take  an  additiona l 3 to  4 hours a  week. 

EVALUATION 
En ga ge m e n t  a n d  Pa rt icipa t ion  
All students will be  expected  to  a ttend  and  active ly participa te  in  class and  on line  d iscussions and  
activitie s, a s assigned  by the  instructor. The  m ate ria l covered  in  the  classroom  is cum ula tive  in  na ture , 
and  m issing classes m ay pu t students a t a  d isadvantage . Regula r a ttendance  will be  graded  ou t of 20 
m arks; in form ed participa tion  in  class d iscussions will be  worth  up  to  10 m arks. 

Assign m e n ts 
La b ora t o ry Ass ign m e n t s  

Students will unde rtake  12 short written  assignm ents consisting of short answer and  m ultip le  choice  
questions re la ted  to  the  week’s top ic. Scores on  each  assignm ent will be  prora ted  a t the  equiva len t of 10 
course  m arks. Assignm ents a re  due  on  the  Thursday the  fo llowing week (e .g. Week 1 assignm ent is due  
Thursday Septem ber 16). La te  assignm ents will be  accep ted  for grad ing with  a  la te  pena lty of m inus 1 
course  m ark pe r day un til the  fo llowing Thursday, a fte r which  a  grade  of Ze ro  m arks will be  applied . 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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Re se a rch  Pa p e r  

Choosing from  a  list of op tions provided  by the  Instructor, Students will p repare  a  te rm  paper which  
explores a  top ic in  b ioan thropology in  furthe r de ta il, appropria te ly r e fe re n cin g a  m in im u m  of 6 p e e r  
r e vie w e d  scie n t ific p a p e r s  o r  t e xt s  on  the  top ic.  

Essay top ics m ust be  ch ose n  a n d  a p p rove d  n o  la t e r  t h a n  w e e k  t h re e  of the  course  – We d n e sd a y, 22 
Se p t e m b e r  2021. 

The  fina l pape r is d u e  in  We e k  11 – We d n e sd a y 17 Nove m b e r  2021. Up to  50 course  m arks will be  
awarded  for the  subm itted  re search  e ssay. La te  pape rs will rece ive  a  pena lty of 5 course  m arks pe r day. 

Su b m it t e d  p a p e r s  sh ow in g e vid e n ce  o f p la gia r ism  w ill r e ce ive  Ze r o  cou r se  m a rks . 

Exa m  
A com prehensive  fina l exam ina tion  will be  written  during the  designa ted  exam  pe riod  a t the  end  of te rm . 
It will com bine  m ultip le  choice , true  or fa lse , and  short answers, and  be  worth  a  to ta l of 100 m arks. 

Participa tion  30 m arks 10% 
Assignm ents 120 m arks 40% 
Term  Resea rch  Pape r 50 m arks 17% 
Fina l Exam  100 m arks 33% 
Tot a l 100% 

TEXTBOOKS & LEARNING MATERIALS 
The  prim ary text for th is course  is an  open  access text: 

EXPLORATIONS: AN OPEN INVITATION TO BIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Editors: Be th  Shook, Ka tie  Ne lson , Ke lsie  Aguile ra  and  Lara  Braff .Am erican  Anth ropologica l Associa tion , 
Arlington , VA 2019 ava ilab le  on line  a t: 

h ttp :/ /exp lora tions.am ericananthro .org/ 

Additiona l supp lem enta ry read ings on  recen t d iscoverie s and  issues will a lso  be  assigned . Lab  exe rcises 
will be  d istribu ted  th roughout the  te rm . A fu ll read ing list will be  m ade  ava ilab le  a fte r the  first week of 
classes and  shou ld  be  com bined  with  th is ou tline  for course  transfe r cred it. 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION 
Students m ay officia lly withdraw from  a  course  or p rogram  without academ ic pena lty up  un til two-th irds 
of the  course  contact hours have  been  com ple ted . Specific withdrawal da te s vary, and  studen ts should  
becom e  fam ilia r with  the  withdrawal da te s of the ir p rogram . See  withdrawal in form ation  a t 
www.yukonu.ca /adm issions/m oney-m atte rs 

Refe r to  the  YukonU website  for im portan t da te s: www.yukonu.ca /adm issions/im portan t-da te s  

https://www.yukonu.ca/
http://explorations.americananthro.org/
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Refunds m ay be  ava ilab le . See  the  Refund  policy and  procedures a t www.yukonu.ca /adm issions/m oney-
m atte rs 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Students a re  expected  to  contribu te  toward  a  positive  and  supportive  environm ent and  a re  required  to  
conduct them se lves in  a  re sponsib le  m anner. Academ ic m isconduct includes a ll form s of academ ic 
d ishonesty such  as chea ting, p lagia rism , fabrica tion , fraud , dece it, using the  work of o the rs without the ir 
pe rm ission , a id ing o the r students in  com m itting academ ic offences, m isrepre sen ting academ ic 
assignm ents p repared  by o the rs as one ’s own , or any o the r form s of academ ic d ishonesty includ ing 
fa lsifica tion  of any in form ation  on  any Yukon Unive rsity docum ent. 

Plagia rism  is a  se rious academ ic offence . Plagia rism  occurs when  a  student subm its work for cred it tha t 
includes the  words, ideas, or da ta  of o the rs, without citing the  source  from  which  the  m ate ria l is taken . 
Plagia rism  can  be  the  de libe ra te  use  of a  whole  p iece  of work, bu t m ore  frequently it occurs when  
students fa il to  acknowledge  and  docum ent sources from  which  they have  taken  m ate ria l accord ing to  an  
accepted  m anuscrip t style  (e .g., APA, CSE, MLA, e tc.). Students m ay use  sources which  a re  public dom ain  
or licensed  under Crea tive  Com m ons; howeve r, academ ic docum enta tion  standa rds m ust still be  
fo llowed. Except with  explicit pe rm ission  of the  instructor, re subm itting work which  has p reviously 
rece ived  cred it is a lso  conside red  p lagia rism . Students who p lagia rize  m ate ria l for assignm ents will 
rece ive  a  m ark of ze ro  (F) on  the  assignm ent and  m ay fa il the  course . Plagia rism  m ay a lso  re su lt in  
d ism issa l from  a  program  of study or the  Unive rsity.   

Please  re fe r to  Academ ic Regula tions & Procedures (upda ted  b i-annua lly) for fu rthe r de ta ils about 
academ ic standing, and  student righ ts and  re sponsib ilitie s: www.yukonu.ca /policie s/academ ic-
regula tions 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
Reasonab le  accom m odations a re  ava ilab le  for students requiring an  academ ic accom m odation  to  fu lly 
participa te  in  th is cla ss. These  accom m odations a re  ava ilab le  for students with  a  docum ented  d isab ility, 
chronic condition  or any o the r grounds specified  in  section  8.0 of the  Yukon Unive rsity Academ ic 
Regu la tions (ava ilab le  on  the  Yukon  Unive rsity website  a t www.yukonu.ca /policie s/academ ic-regula tions  

It is the  student’s re sponsib ility to  seek these  accom m odations by contacting the  Learn ing Assistance  
Centre  (LAC): Learn ingAssistanceCentre@yukonu.ca . 

 

 

  

https://www.yukonu.ca/
mailto:LearningAssistanceCentre@yukonu.ca
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TOPIC OUTLINE 
  

 
Anthropology 102 – Introduction to Biological Anthropology 

Week/Chapter Topic 
1/1 Anthropology, Biological Anthropology and the Enlightenment of Empiricism 

 Lab 1: Biological Anthropology and the Scientific Method 
2/2 The Story of Evolution 

 Lab 2: Introduction to the Skeleton 
3/3 Genetics 

 Lab 3: Principals of Genetics  
Selection of Term Paper Topic 

4/4 Population Genetics 
 Lab 4: Inheritance and Forces of Evolution 

5/13+14 Human Variation 
 Lab 5: Modern Human Variation  

6/5 The Primate Order  
 Lab 6: Primate Characteristics 

7/7 Primate Behaviour  
 Lab 7: Primate Behavior  

8/6 Understanding Deep Time, Geology and Fossils  
 Lab 8: Understanding the Fossil Context 

9/8 Primate Origins 
 No Lab – Work on Term Paper  

10/9+10 Hominin Origins 
 Lab 9: Early Hominins 

11/11 Emergence of Genus Homo 
 Lab 10: Early Genus Homo 

Term Paper Due 
12/12 Emergence of Modern Humans 

 Lab 11: Later Members of the Genus Homo 
13 The Last 10,000 years 
 Lab 12: Bioarchaeology and Forensics 

14/15+16 Bioarchaeology, Forensics, Contemporary Applications 
 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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